Arnold W. Brunner


The original architect for Fish Rock Camp was Arnold W. Brunner (1857--1925), described in mid-career as the leading German-Jewish architect in New York. Born in the city, he graduated from the architectural program of the Massachusetts Institute of Technology and began his architectural practice with the firm of George B. Post, a specialist in commercial architecture. After traveling in Europe from 1883 to 1885 Brunner returned to New York and established a partnership with another MIT-trained architect, Thomas Tryon (1859-1920). The firm of Brunner and Tryon designed an eclectic assortment of buildings, including a hotel in the Renaissance Revival style for Big Stone Gap, Virginia (1888) and a home loosely based on the bold work of Henry Hobson Richardson for Middletown, New York (1889). The partnership was dissolved in 1898.

Brunner was socially connected with New York's well-to-do German-Jewish community, and it was probably personal friendship that led Isaac Seligman to select Brunner as the architect for his Upper Saranac Lake home in 1893. The architect's personal relationship with the Seligmans continued after this project was completed, and he designed a New York City residence for Isaac's brother Edwin in 1898.  . 

Brunner's lasting architectural contribution to Fish Rock was his introduction of the "jerkinhead" roof--a form that, according to Harvey H. Kaiser in his Great Camps of the Adirondacks, originated in southern Germany. Brunner's fondness for this distinctive roof, a semi-circular projection used as a gable or over a bay window, was evident in his own work nearly ten years before he used it at Fish Rock; two jerkinhead roofs are clearly visible in a frontispiece sketch of a bungalow he designed for a book edited by him in 1884: Cottages, or Hints on Economical Building. The jerkinhead roof continued to appear as a leitmotif on other Fish Rock buildings constructed long after Brunner's involvement with the camp ended.

Brunner moved away from domestic architecture in the late 1890s, and most of his subsequent buildings were public or semi-public in nature. Among these were synagogues, hospitals, and colleges. He designed several structures connected with the philanthropic interests of another Upper Saranac Lake summer resident, Adolph Lewisohn, among them the School of Mines at Columbia University (now Lewisohn Hall), Mt. Sinai Medical School, and Lewisohn Stadium at City University. He was also known as a city planner and made significant contributions to the city plans of Albany, Baltimore, Denver, and Trenton. Closely involved with the city plan for Cleveland, Ohio, he also designed its post office, custom house, and court house. Many of Brunner's buildings in New York and elsewhere are now designated as important historic structures. 

